
Denise McConnell District Director Personal Statement 

 

Toastmasters is an organization dedicated to cultivating communication and leadership 
abilities. I embarked on a journey that focused on organizing my thoughts into impactful 
statements, developing self-control, and mastering the art of asking good questions and 
truly listening to the answers. When I joined Toastmasters in 2009, I wanted to organize the 
words swirling into impactful statements, gain self-control, and truly listen to others. 

Toastmasters provides me with so much more. It is a platform for growth through active 
participation and embracing new experiences, which are crucial for developing both 
speaking and leadership skills. Within the first six months of joining Toastmasters, I entered 
our club contest and made it all the way to the district contest before thinking to myself. 
"How did I get here" and "What was I thinking." I became one with my club, and saying "yes" 
to these new experiences allowed me to represent myself, my club, area, and division. I 
wasn't entirely sure what I was signing up for, but I knew I was not alone. This experience 
has been a key part of my growth. 

I've held every club officer role and served in district roles because I enjoy working with 
people and encouraging their growth as well as my own. I have been President three times 
in three different clubs. I have been Treasurer, VPPR, and Sergeant at Arms twice, and VP of 
Education and Secretary once. I like working with groups and encouraging others to grow 
along with me. 

For example, the Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM) award recognizes a member's 
dedication and achievement in communication and leadership. It involves setting goals, 
creating plans, and working diligently to achieve them. Seeing what was possible with the 
DTM gave me the courage to pursue it myself. 

In pursuit of my DTM, I realized new opportunities to Become One with larger groups of 
Toastmasters outside my club. I was an Area director from 2019 to 2020, TLI Chair from 
2020 to 2021, the 2022 Conference chair, Division A Director from 2023 to 2024, and Club 
Growth Director this year. 

I've found that Toastmasters opens an expansive world of growth and learning. The skills 
acquired – in daily conversations, presentations, and listening – enhance our ability to 
connect, share our unique stories, and empower others to do the same. 

Ultimately, the Toastmasters journey is about "Becoming One" with your voice, your 
message, and your community. It's about connecting with others in your club, sharing your 
unique story at your Area Contest, and empowering others to share theirs. It's about 
leadership through service and growth through connection in your club and the district. 


