“A Focused Speech:  From Pondering, to Polishing, to Presenting” 

with Mike Meier (mike@FOCUSEDPURSUIT.com)
District 25 TLI, June 6, 2008, 11am


Effective communicators don’t say, “This is my message, take it as it is.”  
Effective communicators MOLD THEIR MESSAGE TO THEIR AUDIENCE.                                                                         .  
I.
PONDERING

A. Story-Centered Approach
The best stories are INTENSELY PERSONAL (your childhood, work).
If you need some ideas, ask your FRIENDS AND FAMILY.  

What are you life-impacting moments?

1.

2.

3.

B. Thesis-Centered Approach
You want people to GO DO SOMETHING after your speech.


What messages do you want to convey?



1.




2.



3.
II.
POLISHING

A.
What is my thesis (main point)?

Try your best to CONNECT AT FEELING LEVEL (verbalize it with intrigue).

B.
What are my main points?

Journal about your experiences, THEN CONDENSE THEM.

III.
PRESENTING
A. Transitions (naturally moving from one point to another)
B.
Laughs and Pauses (accounts for time speech, mark where they will occur)
C.
Blocking (stage where to stand, move to during the speech)
 
If you’re really serious about blocking, TRY THE TWO-COLUMN APPROACH
(on paper, put written speech on left side and blocking on right side to remember 
where to stand, and move throughout the speech).
“Want to do your speech better?  Practice it 50 TIMES!”
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Filled-out handouts for club members at

http://www.FOCUSEDPURSUIT.com/presentations.html

