Tall Tales and You

By David Watkins, DTM

david_watkins@sbcglobal.net
History of Tall Tales

· Not just an American phenomenon (though it may seem that way)

· Probably have been around for thousands of years (Homer’s Iliad/Odyssey)

· Can be found around the world in one form or another

Why Tall Tales

· For fun

· Money

· Impress people

Tall Tales versus other types of speeches

· Tall tale is always an entertaining speech (probably always humorous though there may be exceptions for “scary” or camp fire tall tales)

· Humorous speech is not always a Tall Tale

Categories of Tall Tales

· Urban legends – supposedly true (choking Doberman, Mexican rat, Marshall Fields Cookie recipe)

· Wild tales – Pecos Bill, Paul Bunyan, Slappy Hooper (world’s greatest painter)

· Folk Tales – Davy Crockett

Elements of a Tall Tale

· Centers around a larger-than-life, or superhuman, main character with a specific job.

· The character has a problem that is solved in a funny way.

· Contains exaggerated details that describe things as greater than they really are.

· Has character (or characters) who uses everyday language (what does this mean??)

Main character

· Totally fictitious, made up (John Henry, Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill)

· Based upon a real person (Davy Crockett - Killed him a ‘bar when he was only three??, Daniel Boone)

· You (probably the best if you can craft it that way, whether for Toastmasters contest or something else)

Specific job or problem that must be solved

· John Henry – beating the steam powered spike driving machine

· Pecos Bill – lassoing a tornado and riding it

· My experience

· Kidnapped by aliens and meeting Elvis

· Kidnapped by Amazon Women

· Rescuing a woman caught in the raging Great Panhandle Creek (which there isn’t one of)

Exaggerated Details

· First winner of D25 (Harold Myers) – contained killer whale, Niagara Falls 

· Cut down a redwood with one swing, quickly running 25 miles, building a parachute from a hammock and leaves, lassoing a tornado, riding a mountain lion instead of a horse

· Be sure that you use more expansive gestures and great vocal variety to match your exaggerated details

Example Tall Tale - “My Summer Vacation, Part 2”

“My Summer Vacation, Part 2” Break out

· Hero – me

· Characteristics – nothing special (except above average strength, speed, etc.)

· Setting – “Texas Panhandle”

· Specific Job – rescue woman who fell into the Great Panhandle Creek

· Details

· Grabbed a Panhandle fire ant to cut down a telephone pole

· Threw pole 400 feet into water for the woman to hand onto

· Ran 25 miles to the Great Panhandle Suspension Bridge

· Used barbed wire to create a giant bungee “cord”

· Bungeed off of the bridge tower to rescue the woman

Toastmasters Contest Criteria

· Mostly original (just like a humorous speech)

· BE CAREFUL WHEN USING THE WEB AS A SOURCE!!! If you reuse someone else’s tale, you may be disqualified or have points counted off (“Brass Rat” example)

· Three to five minutes in length

· Introduced “David Watkins, My Summer Vacation, My Summer Vacation, David Watkins”

· Has a theme, plot

· Should have an opening, body, conclusion/wrap-up

· Be careful when memorizing.  If you memorize your speech, what is likely to happen?

· Tip – “every story/tall tale can be decomposed into 5 words”.

Techniques for creating a tall tale

· Same as crafting any other speech

· Mind mapping 
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“Create your Own Tall Tale” Outline

Step 1 – who is your hero (fictitious, real person, you, etc.)?  _________________________________

Step 2 – what special characteristics does the hero have?

· Physical

· Mental

· Whatever else

Step 3 – what is the special task, job, or problem that must be resolved/performed?


______________________________________________________

Step 4 – what form of conflict (man vs. man, man vs. nature, man vs. machine) or obstacles are in the way?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

Step 5 – what wild and crazy things have to be done for the hero to succeed???  Probably want a separate piece of paper for this (don’t hold yourself back – be as wild, outrageous, crazy as possible)

Step 6 – Create conclusion (how do you want the story to end)

Step 7 – Create opening (introduce hero, his/her characteristics, and set stage)

Step 8 – fill in the details, smoothly going from opening, through the wild/crazy details, to the conclusion

Step 9 – remember to use wild, exaggerated gestures, lots of vocal variety

Step 10 – PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE!!!  Unless you are able to do your tall tale consistently without notes you will not be able to focus enough on your gestures, body language, and vocal variety

Good Luck and have FUN!!


































